Observations from a 'special selective drive' conducted under National Leprosy Elimination Programme in Karjat taluka and Gadchiroli district of Maharashtra.
The special selective drive (SSD) was conducted on a request from the Joint Director of Health Services (Leprosy and TB) Government of Maharashtra. The study team comprised the Foundation for Medical Research (FMR), assisted by a member of the Acworth Leprosy Hospital Society for Research, Rehabilitation and Education in Leprosy and two from Kushtrog Nivaran Samiti (KNS). The drive was conducted in select villages covered by 6 primary health centers (PHCs) in Karjat taluka of Raigad district and 45 PHCs in Gadchiroli district from March to May 2009 and had the cooperation of the district and PHC level staff. The aim was to train and deploy community level workers (CWs) for early leprosy case detection and through them, to create leprosy awareness in the community. A total of 1053 CWs (126 in Karjat taluka, 927 in Gadchiroli district) were given intensive training by the team. The CWs then carried out a one-day house-to-house leprosy awareness drive in their areas and listed persons such 'suspects' in both Karjat taluka (no. = 514) and Gadchiroli district (no. = 1325). Around 40% of 'suspects' presented themselves at the PHCs for examination by the medical team; of these 38 (29%) and 281 (45%) respectively turned out to be previously undetected definite cases of leprosy. The PHC-wise NCDR ranged from 5 - 27/10,000 in Karjat (14/10,000) and 2 - 35/10,000 in Gadchiroli (average 13/10,000), both rates being much higher than the reported State average of 1.1/10,000. There was a high proportion of child cases (14 and 24% respectively) and grade 2 disability (18% and 12% respectively) which indicate continued transmission of leprosy and delayed diagnosis of cases. The study also notes poor diagnostic skills among the PHC staff. Significant shortage and irregular disbursement of MDT from district store PHCs, combined with transport problem which probably contributed to delay in treatment in over 50% of the cases confirmed by the team.